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2014 local elections - Consultation on moving to the date of the 

European Parliamentary elections 

 
 
Purpose of report 

 

For decision. 

 

 

Summary 

 

The Government is currently consulting on moving the date of the 2014 local elections to 
coincide with the elections to the European Parliamentary elections. The deadline for 
response to the consultation is 13 May 2013. 
 
Government is consulting separately with local authorities so we are not required to co-
ordinate a response on behalf of the sector. 

 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

That Leadership Board support the proposal to move the date of the 2014 local elections to 

coincide with the European parliamentary elections. 

 

Action 

 

Officers to submit the LGA’s response on the basis of the Leadership Board’s decision 

 

 

 

 
Contact officer:   Claire Holloway 

Position:  Head of Corporate Governance 

Phone no:  020 7664 3156 

E-mail:  claire.holloway@local.gov.uk 
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2014 local elections - Consultation on moving to the date of the 

European Parliamentary elections 

 
Background  

 
1. The 2014 local elections are currently scheduled for 1 May. 160 councils will be 

holding elections, including 5 mayoral elections in Hackney, Lewisham, Newham, 
Tower Hamlets and Watford. 
  

2. The Government is currently consulting on moving the date to coincide with the 
elections to the European Parliamentary elections. These will take place on 22 May 
or 5 June. The deadline for response to the consultation is 13 May 2013. 

 
Consultation questions 

 
3. The paper poses six questions 
 

3.1   Do you consider that Government should seek to move the date of elections to 
principal local authorities in 2014, including elections of directly elected mayors, 
from 1 May so that they are held on the same day as, and in combination with, 
the European Parliamentary elections?  

3.2 If we change the date for those elections should we also move the date of parish 
council elections where they are scheduled to take place on 1 May 2014?  

3.3 If we change the date of elections to principal authorities, should we also move 
the date of any council tax referendums where they are scheduled to take place 
on 1 May 2014?  

3.4 What practical issues do you foresee in combining effectively local elections with 
the European Parliamentary elections?  

3.4  What practical issues do you foresee in combining effectively local elections with 
any referendums?  

3.5 What action do you think should be taken to address these practical issues 
(whether by local authorities, Government or the Electoral Commission)?  

 
A copy of the full consultation document is available on request. 
 
Pros and cons 
 
4. Holding the two sets of elections on the same day will significantly reduce cost, is 

more convenient for voters and with all pre-election publicity aimed at one day, is 
likely to lead to higher turnout. It also avoids overlap of the two purdah periods. 
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5. Against this the consultation document highlights potential for confusion for voters, 
particularly given that there will be two different voting systems, and more complex 
administration.  

 
Other consultees 

 
6. The following organisations have also been consulted 
 

 The Electoral Commission  

 Local authorities in England  

 The National Association of Local Councils  

 National political parties with representatives in the European Parliament and 
Local Government  

 Confederation of British Industry  

 Institute of Directors  

 Association of Electoral Administrators  

 Society of Local Authority Chief Executives  

 Society of Local Council Clerks  

 Association of Chief Police Officers  

 Chief Fire Officers Association  
 
Timescale 
 

7. The order to move the date of the local elections in 2014 must be laid before 
Parliament no later than June 2013 in order to be made by the end of October 2013.  

 
Conclusion 
 

8. Given that the two sets of elections have been successfully combined in previous 
years, and the benefits in terms of cost and voter turnout that this offers, it would 
seem sensible to do the same again. 

 


